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MISSISSIPPI BLUES TRAIL CURRICULUM 


Welcome to the Blues Trail! The Mississippi Blues Trail attracts blues fans from around the globe who are seeking a deeper understanding of the musical 
style that lies at the base of so many other forms of music. By drawing upon the tremendous amount of content on the individual markers, the Mississippi Blues 
Trail Curriculum project brings the blues to the classroom, where today's youth can learn more about this original art form as well as of the experiences of the 
men and women behind the music. 

Download - Blues Trail Curriculum 
See - Teacher Resources 

MAC would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Association for Cultural Equity/Alan Lomax Archive for the use of the archival audio and video clips. 

HOW TO USE THIS CURRICULUM IN THE CLASSROOM 

The curriculum is based in an arts-integrated approach to learning. It is divided into six core areas: Music, Meaning, Cotton, Transportation, Civil 
Rights and Media. Three lesson plans are included for each core area, totaling 18 lessons. Ideally, a teacher will use the curriculum as a semester-long 
project (4 months), sharing one lesson per week. However, the curriculum is written so that lessons can be taught individually. 

This curriculum was written with 4th grade Mississippi History students in mind. The frameworks and standards listed at the beginning of each lesson 
(Mississippi Studies, National Standards and Common Core), are specific to the 4th grade, but teachers can easily modify lessons to be taught through the 
12th grade. The Mississippi Blues Trail website is an excellent resource for the curriculum, which includes images of the front and back of all markers, 
expanded content, maps, original films and more. A search function allows for easy exploration of themes, such as railroads or cotton. Teachers utilizing 
electronic tablets or smartphones may consider downloading the Mississippi Blues Trail app. 

Media samples, including interviews, field recordings, songs and videos, are included for each lesson in the Resources section of the Appendix (. Teachers 
are encouraged to utilize libraries and the Internet for supplemental media. Teachers may consider partnering with a music specialist for the Music section of 
the curriculum. 

LIKE THE CURRICULUM? TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF. 

Mississippi Blues Trail Curriculum 

City/State/Country: * 


How would you describe yourself? * 
Educator 
Teaching Artist 
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Blues Enthusiast 

O Other ~ 


If an you are an educator, please list the name of your school and the grade level and subject you teach below: 




SUBMIT 

Arts Day At The Capitol 

SEE ALSO 

Arts Education Initiatives | Folk and Traditional Arts 

Whole Schools Initiative 

| Governor's Arts Awards | Mississippi Arts Hour | 

SEARCH 
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